
The City of Westlake and 
Westlake Porter Public 
Library have partnered to 

bring an event filled with passion 
and purpose to the Westlake com-
munity. The city’s first Volunteer 
Fair is scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 19, 4-7 p.m., at Westlake 
Porter Public Library, 27333 
Center Ridge Road.

“The desire to make our 
community a better place is what 

connects us and fills us with pur-
pose and meaning,” said Lydia 
Gadd, Director of Senior & Com-
munity Services. “Volunteering 
helps others, but it helps you, too. 
It helps combat stress, boosts self-
esteem and can even teach new 
skills.”

Prospective volunteers, ages 
16 and older, can visit with a 
variety of organizations, attend a 
TED Talk with a brief discussion, 

watch a skit by the Cleveland 
Players and learn about the per-
sonal and communal benefits of 
volunteering.

Organizations attending the 
Volunteer Fair include:
• Alzheimer’s Association
• CAIR (Council on American-

Islamic Relations)
• CASA (Court Appointed Spe-

cial Advocates for Cuyahoga 
County Juvenile Court Division)

• Clague Playhouse
• Cleveland Clinic Avon
• Connecting for Kids
• Friends of the Library
• Far West Center
• The Gathering Place
• GiGi’s Playhouse
• Greater Cleveland Volunteers
• Hospice of Western Reserve
• Lutheran Metro Guardians
• Meals on Wheels
• Rosie’s Playhouse
• Society of St. Vincent de Paul
• Tri-C Westshore
• University Hospitals St. John 

Medical Center
• Youth Challenge
• Westlake Senior & Community 

Services
“I’m proud our Senior & 

Community Services Depart-
ment and the Westlake Porter 
Public Library have answered 
the call to provide such a valu-
able event to our residents,” said 
Mayor Dennis Clough. “Con-
necting our citizens with oppor-
tunities to grow while aiding a 
worthy cause leads to a flourish-
ing community.”

The event is open to the 
public and no reservation is 
required. Visit www.cityofwest-
lake.org/Community-Services 
to learn more about the 2019 
Volunteer Fair. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

by CRISTA ADAMCZYK

The Westlake | Bay Village 
Observer will present Westlake 
Mayor Dennis Clough in a spe-

cial State of the City address tailored 
for local residents and community 
members. The State of the City address 
is scheduled for Tuesday, March 19, 
at 7 p.m. in the Westlake Recreation 
Center Community Room, 28955 Hill-
iard Blvd. The event is free and open to 
the community.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to hear Mayor Clough speak about 
a variety of City initiatives including 
recent and current economic develop-
ments and city infrastructure improve-
ments, together with an update on the 
highly anticipated Westlake Family 
Aquatic Center.

This event serves to complement 
an upcoming address to the West 
Shore Chamber of Commerce busi-
ness community on March 12.

“The City’s success has been made 
possible by a very supportive constitu-
ency and involvement of its citizens,” 
Mayor Clough said. “I always welcome 
the opportunity to speak directly with 
our residents and look forward to the 
upcoming State of the City address.”

For more information about the 
2019 State of the City address, please 
visit www.cityofwestlake.org. 

Mayor Clough 
to share State 

of the City 
address with 

residents

Westlake celebrates spirit of charity 
with 2019 Volunteer Fair

 » See KOOMAR page 2

by MORGAN PASKERT

Join Lake Erie Nature & Sci-
ence Center Planetarium 
Specialist Katy Down-

ing for SkyQuest: Humans in 
Space on Wednesday, March 
13, at 7:30 p.m.

Downing will provide her 
annual overview of what is cur-
rently happening in the world of 
manned space flight in the Cen-
ter’s Schuele Planetarium. The 
presentation will include the 
latest information on the astro-

nauts aboard the International 
Space Station and the progress 
of the Orion Spacecraft, which 
was designed by NASA to carry 
astronauts to destinations in 
deep space, including an aster-
oid and Mars.

SkyQuest will also cover 
the latest developments of aero-
space manufacturer SpaceX, 
including a discussion about 
its March 2 launch of the Crew 
Dragon test flight and its signifi-
cance as the first test flight of a 
privately built crewed spacecraft 

to carry NASA astronauts to the 
International Space Station.

“This is one of my favorite 
topics to present – I love learn-
ing about space travel and the 
amazing advancements human-
kind has made in exploring the 
unknown,” said Downing. “I am 
excited to share the hard work 

and progress made by NASA and 
private manufacturers such as 
SpaceX toward achieving this 
global goal.”

Tickets for SkyQuest: 
Humans in Space are $8 each 
and can be purchased online at 
www.lensc.org or over the phone 
by calling 440-871-2900. 

This artist's rendering represents a concept of the Orion 
spacecraft docked to the International Space Station in 
Earth-orbit.
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Learn about the latest 
in manned space 
flight on March 13

by TARA WENDELL

For Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar, 
2017 was spent transitioning to 
the office after being appointed 

by his peers on City Council and then 
running for election to a full term; 2018 
was a year for defining a path forward. 
Koomar shared his vision, as well as 
the progress that has been made, with 
residents in his annual State of the City 
address Feb. 27 at the Dwyer Center.

On an administrative level, the year 
was marked by restructuring in almost 
every department, the most signifi-
cant likely being the law and building 

departments. Mark Barbour replaced 
longtime law director Gary Ebert in 
June. Much of 2018 was spent prepar-
ing to bring the building department 
back in-house, after it was outsourced 
to SAFEbuilt in 2013.

“I think [SAFEbuilt] worked well 
enough for building permits and some 
other items,” Koomar said. “But from 
my viewpoint, for other internal city 
projects and property-maintenance 
type of issues, to have an employee-led 
department as we do with other depart-
ments really was going to add value to 
the residents.”

Bay Village State of the City      
Mayor Koomar recaps 2018, looks 
ahead to busy year in annual speech

Bay Village Mayor Paul Koomar addresses 
residents at the Dwyer Center on Feb. 27. 
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by TAK SATO

I don’t know if something first built 
in 1987 is old enough to qualify as 
a “classic” but I would love to own a 

Ferrari F40, a modern classic in my eyes, 
as my daily driver; scout’s honor that it 
won’t become a “garage queen” under my 
watch – vroom, vroom!

The digital world has its own clas-
sics. For example Microsoft’s Windows 
computer operating system has had clas-
sics, and duds, over the decades.

Remember Windows XP? That was a 

classic, both in terms of how long it lasted 
in the market and how versatile it was as 
an operating system. Of the many versions 
that followed Windows XP, one worthy of 
one day being called a classic is Windows 7.

Although the jury is out as to whether 
Windows 10 will also be a classic, the days 
are numbered for Windows 7. On Jan. 14, 
2020, it’ll meet the same fate Windows XP 
faced on April 8, 2014.

In late 2018 Microsoft said they’ll 
offer a “paid” support option to give you 
three more years of use; your Windows 7 
“trim” must meet certain criteria, akin to 
car models having various trim levels you 
can pay for. Frankly, for the masses, I don’t 
see the point in paying for those three extra 
years as it will probably be pricey.

Supercars or family sedans, they all 
have an engine that, through the trans-
mission, moves the four wheels touching 
the road to get you from point A to point 

B. Even a Ford Model T (in 2019), almost 
110 years after its birth, can deliver on that 
promise in the real world.

Computers, tablets, smartphones 
and most other electronic devices in the 
digital world have operating systems that 
manage how the hardware (i.e. pieces-
and-parts) and software work together 
to accomplish what the user wants to do. 
Microsoft’s Windows and Apple’s MacOS 
are operating systems for desktop and 
laptop computers while Apple’s iOS and 
Google’s Android are operating systems 
for mobile devices such as smartphones 
and tablets.

Technology evolves at a hair-raising 
rate which I often refer to as dog years. The 
passing of one real-world year is equiva-
lent to seven years in the digital world, 
and most electronic devices succumb 
to obsolescence – technological obso-
lescence to be exact – that makes them 

useless beyond a certain point (which 
is unlike the car analogy).

It’s one thing if your device 
becomes useless due to technology’s 
built-in obsolescence; it’s another if 
continued use of expired operating 
systems leads to more serious risks. 
As was the case in using Windows XP 
beyond April 2014, continued use of 
Windows 7 after January 2020 exposes 
you to greater risk of being victimized, 
especially in the always-connected [to 
internet] world we live in today.

In a future column we will enu-
merate options to move on from 
Windows 7, including options other 
than moving to Windows 10. We don’t 
have too much time as Ides of March 
is already upon us and in my mind it is 
not a question of “to upgrade, or not to 
upgrade” as the latter has potential of 
dire consequences in 2020. 

The Bay Village building department 
officially opened Feb. 1 of this year, led by 
Eric Tuck-Macalla. 

The first building inspector began 
work in late February.

After eight years of belt-tightening 
following the economic downturn, the 
city’s General Reserve fund (aka the 
emergency fund) has been restored to 
$2 million. In 2000, at the height of the 
recession, that fund had been drained 
to 46 cents, Koomar said. The fund now 
holds two months of operating income to 
finance the city’s core operations, should 
it be needed.

Mayor Koomar has encouraged his 
department heads to seek external grant 
funding, and has a project manager, Kath-

ryn Kerber, leading the effort. In 2018, the 
city was awarded more than $1.3 million 
in grants for infrastructure and safety ini-
tiatives.

“We were very pleased with that 
number. I don’t know if we can get that 
every year,” Koomar said about the grant 
total in 2018, which included some big-
ticket items. “If we would have gotten half 
of that I would have been very happy.”

Nearly three-quarters of those funds 
were for improvements in Cahoon Memo-
rial Park and the creek basin, the Ashton 
Lane bridge and new breathing tanks for 
firefighters.

Koomar provided updates on the 
two projects he said he is asked about the 
most: the library and the Liberty Develop-
ment townhomes. The library’s architects 
are preparing for a pre-submission meet-
ing with the city’s Planning Commission 

in April. The date of that public meeting 
will be posted on the city’s website. The 
townhome project was delayed when Lib-
erty was required by the EPA to do addi-
tional remediation to the former Shell gas 
station site to prepare it for residential use. 
The developers are getting ready to move 
to the next stage in the process.

Those projects alone – not to mention 
the new Lake Road bridge over Cahoon 
Creek and revamped trails throughout the 
park – will bring an exceptional level of 
activity to Bay Village in 2019. The bridge-
work is slated to begin this spring and last 
several months. Other major road projects 
coming this year are the replacement of 
the Queenswood Drive bridge and the 
Columbia Road culvert.

The slides from Mayor Koomar’s pre-
sentation are available to download from 
the city’s website, cityofbayvillage.com. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 
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THE DIGITAL WORLD

Sun is setting 
on Windows 7

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Six students from West-
lake High School have 
been named National 

Merit Finalists. Seniors Isa-
bella DiGiulio, Claire Brewer, 
Mihir Shetty, Akhilesh Reddy, 
Talia Zheng and Meghana 
Tandon are among 15,000 
students to achieve Finalist 
standing in the 2019 National 
Merit Scholarship Program.

More than 1.6 million 
juniors in about 22,000 high 
schools entered the 2019 
National Merit Scholarship 
Program by taking the Pre-
liminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test, 
which served as an initial 
screen of program entrants. 
A pool of nationwide Semifi-
nalists, which represents less 
than 1 percent of U.S. high 
school seniors, was selected.

To become a Finalist, 
a Semifinalist must have 
an outstanding academic 
record throughout high 
school, be endorsed and 
recommended by the high 
school principal, and earn 
SAT scores that confirm 
the student’s earlier perfor-
mance on the qualifying test. 
They also must submit an 
essay and information about 
participation and leadership 

in school and community 
activities.

These academically 
talented high school senior 
Finalists have an oppor-
tunity to continue in the 
competition for about 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships 
worth more than $31 mil-
lion. About half of all Final-
ists will win a National Merit 
Scholarship, earning them 
the Merit Scholar title. 

Westlake has 6 National Merit Finalists
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GIVE YOUR CHILD AN 

ACADEMIC ADVANTAGE

IN SCHOOL AND BEYOND!

Where Smart Kids Get Smarter.
©2018 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

Start giving your kids all the advantages of Kumon. 
To learn more, we invite you to schedule a Free Placement Test today!

Enroll them in Kumon today!
Enrolling your kids at a Kumon Center allows them to gain the full 

benefits of the Kumon Math and Reading Program, including having  
an instructor there to guide, motivate, and encourage them.

Kumon Math and Reading Center of Westlake
26583 Center Ridge Rd., Westlake, OH 44145

440.892.9999
kumon.com/westlake-oh

Will be celebrating 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
on Sat. March 16

Doors open for 
Lunch at 11:30 
Dinner 4-9:30

JOIN US FOR OUR FAMOUS 
CORNED BEEF 
& CABBAGE
Thu. March 14
Fri. March 15
Sat. March 16
Closed Sun. March 17

LENTEN SPECIALS 
EVERY FRIDAY

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub

25517 Eaton Way 
(off Columbia Rd.) 

Bay Village • 440-250-9086

Cead mile failte
“A hundred thousand 

welcomes”

Cleveland Foundry
Juniors

∙ 6th-12th grade rowing 
∙ Year-round opportunities
∙ No experience necessary

Check us out online: 
clevelandfoundry.org

Bay High artists take home 
15 Scholastic Art Awards
by KAREN DERBY

Bay High Schools student artists 
brought back 15 art awards from 
the Regional Scholastic Art and 

Writing Awards competition held at the 
Cleveland Institute of Art in January.

A Gold Key award went to senior 
Lilly Clark for her color pencil drawing 
“Cooper.” Her work will be entered into 
the national-level competition held in 
New York City this spring.

Five Silver Keys went to Bay High 
senior Kyela Evenhouse (ceramics & 
glass, “Underwater Urn”); juniors Marie 
Legeay (digital art, “Obscure Grasp”), 
Elisa Renerts (digital art, “In the Palm 
of My Hand”), Nina Uniatowski (pho-

tography, “Zach”); and sophomore Bea 
Jones (photography, “self portrait”).

Ten Honorable Mention awards 
went to seniors Anna Baron (paint-
ings, “Reflect” and “Arcade Fire”), 
Elyse Bryant (photography, “Fare-
well” and digital art, “Vino”), Grace 
Frey (painting, “Brothers”), Sean 
Gulley (sculpture, “The Weight to 
Bear” and ceramics & glass “Uncom-
fortable Apples” and “Precarious”); 
and sophomores Kayla Poling (sculp-
ture, “Rabbit Stew for Two”) and 
Masha Waiss (digital art, “Kumari 
Devi Tempi”).

Bay High art instructors are Cherie 
Bauer, Greg Hildebrandt and Tom 
Schemrich. 

From left, front: Masha Waiss, Marie Legeay, Lilly Clark, Grace Frey; back: 
Anna Baron, Kayla Poling, Sean Gulley, Nina Uniatowski, Elisa Renerts 
and Bea Jones. (Not pictured are Elyse Bryant and Kyela Evenhouse.)

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The audience sat in 
polite silence as the 
young artist began, 

but soon it was obvious 
the silence continued 
out of astonishment and 
admiration for Courtney 
Hausman’s performance. 
Excellence is a norm for 
graduating seniors in Bald-
win Wallace’s prestigious 
music theater program, 
but Hausman has worked 
to finely tune her talents to 
an amazing level.

For her nearly hour-
long performance on 
Feb. 26 at Westlake Porter Public Library, 
Hausman offered an array of musical show 
tunes that revealed her vocal strengths and 
her ability to personalize the emotions of 
the lyrics. 

Included in her repertoire were selec-
tions from classic hit musicals such as 
“Funny Girl,” “South Pacific,” “Carousel” 
and “Sound of Music.” But numbers from 
“Waitress” and “Avenue Q,” which are cur-
rently on Broadway, were also included.

Hausman’s renditions of "Honey Bun" 
from “South Pacific” and "Itsy Bitsy Teenie 
Weenie Yellow Polka Dot Bikini" were a 
delight and “Carousel’s” "When I Marry Mr. 
Snow" was just beautiful. After singing "My 
House," she closed with "Not for the Life 
of Me" from “Thoroughly Modern Millie.”  

She gives credence to 
every line she sings.

Accompanying 
Hausman on the 
piano was Beth Bur-
rier, BW associate 
professor and music 
director. Their obvi-
ous respect for each 
other and familiarity 
with the selections 
was evident through-
out the program.

Following Haus-
man’s performance, 
the audience posed 

questions and voiced 
praise. She said she was 
drawn to musical the-

ater from an early age and her role models 
include Ella Fitzgerald, Judy Garland and 
Barbra Streisand. While admiring these 
music legends, Hausman does not imitate, 
she successfully works to make each song 
her own.

Hausman’s agenda includes April 
auditions in New York with the other BW 
music theater seniors, graduation, and a 
move to New York in the fall. She goes with 
the good wishes and predictions of success 
from the audience that she completely 
captivated at Porter Library.    

This is the seventh year that the 
Westlake-Westshore Arts Council has 
sponsored “Catch a Rising Star” a musical 
presentation that showcases BW senior 
theater students. 

A bright shining star performs
WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL
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Courtney Hausman in 
performance at Westlake 

Porter Public Library.
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 Entrée choices include fried Perch, baked Haddock, macaroni  
 & cheese, shrimp or Pierogies.  Sides: macaroni & 
 cheese or Pierogies.  All meals include 
 French fries, coleslaw, roll w/butter 
 and dessert.  Iced tea and lemonade 
 served.  Soda available for purchase. 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays from Mar 8th thru Apr 12th 

Parish Activity Center 
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 • $13 Adult •$9 Seniors & Children • Carry Out Avail. 

St. Raphael 
Catholic 
Church 

by LYNN TALIAK

Once again, the CWRU Associa-
tion for Continuing Education 
is bringing its off-campus study 

program to Bay Village. This semester’s 
eight-week course is titled "Frances Per-
kins, The Woman Behind the New Deal." 
Perkins was a woman way ahead of her 
time – the first female cabinet member 
in history and Secretary of Labor no 
less, usually associated with a male. The 
course is very timely at this time in his-
tory when so much is being questioned 

about women in high places.  
As a young social worker, Perkins 

witnessed the traumatic Triangle Shirt-
waist fire of 1911 which killed 146 people. 
She immediately became an activist as 
well as a lifelong advocate for critical 
reforms, especially in the workplace.  

Learn how Labor Secretary Perkins 
teamed with FDR to create the New Deal 
legislation, which continues today.  

We meet at Bay United Methodist 
Church, at the corner of Lake and Bassett 
roads. Our class runs Mondays, March 18 
to May 6, 10-11:30 a.m.  Our books are 

"The Woman Behind the New Deal: The 
Life and Legacy of Frances Perkins, Social 
Security, Unemployment Insurance, and 
the Minimum Wage" by Kirsten Downey, 
and "The Roosevelt I Knew" by Frances 
Perkins. Both are available on Amazon, 
libraries and at book stores. Our leader/
teacher is Pam Belknap, a seasoned pro-
fessional in the field of education. 

The cost for members of CWRU's 
Lifelong Learning is $84; nonmembers 
pay $100. Contact Lynn Taliak, class 
coordinator, with further questions: 
440-826-0658. 

Meet the woman behind FDR's New Deal

by KAY LAUGHLIN

How many of you 
know that the 
road we use today 

to reach the Bay Boat Club 
was once Lake Road, used 
by our early settlers to go 
back and forth on their 
way across the township? 
From the arrival of the 
Cahoons until 1917 this 
still-important and visible 
road was the only way to 
travel by the Cahoon resi-
dence and over Cahoon 
Creek.

Later this year, 
the Ohio Department 
of Transportation will 
replace the existing bridge 
over Cahoon Creek, built 
in 1917. Along with a new 
bridge with bike lanes, the 
areas around the bridge 
will become scenic trails 
for our residents to enjoy.

There was always a 
need for a bridge over the 
creek and as soon as the 
Cahoons arrived and built 
their cabin close to the 
lake on the east side of the 
creek, they needed a way 
to cross the creek with-
out getting wet. This area 
started with a wooden 
bridge in 1810 built by the 
Cahoons.

As more people 
arrived and Lake Road 
was used more, a field-
stone bridge was built. (I 
do not have a date for the 
building of this bridge or 
who built it, the Cahoons 
or the county.)

The Cahoons owned 

the land, Lot #95, from 
Dover Center Road to 
Huntington Reserva-
tion today. As Lake Road 
passed Dover Center 
Road headed west, it 
headed down the hill to 
the valley and made a 
right turn heading north, 
crossing the creek on 
the stone bridge. After 
crossing the bridge, 
the road continued on 
a straight course, then 
turned left heading 
south and climbed the 
hill, passing north of the 
Cahoon home-
stead house 
and Cahoon 
Road where it 
straightened out 
a p p r o a c h i n g 
the Porter Creek 
valley.

At Cahoon 
Road, the road 
bed was further 
south than it 
is today. The 
trench lines and 
incline just to 
the south of Lake 
Road and the 
beautiful oak tree 
next to it today, 
can still be seen disap-
pearing down the east 
side of the valley to Porter 
Creek. 

At Porter Creek the 
road turned right around 
the creek, crossed over it 
and made a left, appear-
ing again coming up the 
hill, on the north side of 
Lake Road, same as it does 
today if you are in the park. 

The Metroparks replaced 
this bridge and road with a 
new stone bridge and new 
road underneath.

I’m not sure how 
much of the stone bridge 
structure at Cahoon Creek 
remains by the creek today, 
but maybe the stone could 
be saved and something 
done with it at Rose Hill 
Museum or incorporate it 
somehow along the new 

walking and bike paths.
I think about what the 

Cahoon ladies thought in 
1917 as the road and 
bridge area outside their 
north door was torn up for 
the new road which was 
built much closer to their 
house. The noise must 
have been distracting. 
The ladies were modern-
ists though and probably 
understood the needs of 

the new road and bridge. 
The whole area was 
changed and graded to 

conform with the bridge. 
The three ladies passed 
away that same year. 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE

The road less traveled: Old Lake Road by Cahoon Creek

This stone bridge over Cahoon Creek was used until a new 
bridge was built in 1917.

A pedestrian walks across the new Lake Road bridge over 
Cahoon Creek. The old stone bridge it replaced is in the 
background.

The road leading to Bay Boat Club used 
to be part of Lake Road, before the bridge 
over Cahoon Creek was built in 1917.

This undated photo shows old Lake Road leading 
to the beach.

Thanks to all of 
our advertisers.

 You keep us  
humming along!

You too, can help
The Observer offers you a UNIQUE 

opportunity to reach customers 
on a more personal and POSITIVE 
level, and to become part of this 

COMMUNITY project by participating 
as an advertising partner. Call us 

today at 440-409-0114 or 
email staff@wbvobserver.com. 
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Celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the fire on the Cuyahoga river!
by JENNIFER HARTZELL

This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the last fire 
in the Cuyahoga River, 

which occurred in 1969. The 50th 
anniversary is a cause for celebra-
tion. Why? Because that infamous 
fire helped spur the modern 
environmental movement. That 
fire initiated a response that 
includes the establishment of 
the EPA and the Clean Water Act. 
Furthermore, the first Earth Day 
occurred in 1970, and that’s no 
coincidence either.

The infamous June 1969 
Cuyahoga fire was indeed the 
last fire in the river. The river had 
been used for industrial dump-
ing for decades and decades, and 
had caught fire at least a dozen 
times between 1936 and 1969. 
In fact, the 1969 fire barely made 
the news in Cleveland, let alone 
nationally. However, Time maga-
zine decided to run a story on the 

fire, further igniting the national 
concern for the environment. 
The picture of the river fire that 
Time magazine ran in 1969 was 
not from the June 1969 fire, it was 
from a larger fire in 1952.  

Prior to the 1960s, the pol-
lution in the river was viewed 
by residents as a necessary con-
sequence of the city’s booming 
industry. As quoted from the Time 
story, the river “oozes, rather than 
flows.” The EPA didn’t exist yet, 
and industries did not have any 
regulations about how, where, 
when and why they could dump 
their waste, so they just dumped 
it into the river.

As the 1960s went on, resi-
dents changed their tune and 
ironically in 1968 (the year before 
the 1969 fire) a $100 million bond 
initiative for the Cuyahoga’s 
cleanup was passed. Conse-
quently, the small fire in 1969 was 
the last fire in a river that was on 
the brink of being saved. Even so, 

this small fire became a 
symbol of environmental 
degradation.

Cleveland’s mayor 
at the time, Carl Stokes, 
held a press conference 
the following day and 
testified before Congress 
urging federal involve-
ment in pollution con-
trol. The news coverage and 
subsequent outrage by citizens 
played a major role in the estab-
lishment of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Carl Stokes’ 
brother, Louis Stokes, was a U.S. 
representative at the time, and 
the brothers’ advocacy played a 
role in the passage of the Clean 
Water Act of 1972. Since the $100 
million bond initiative in 1968, 
local industries and the Northeast 
Ohio Sewer District have spent 
$3.5 billion to reduce sewage and 
industrial waste pollution.  

Cleveland is not the only city 
that had such major pollution in 

its river; the timing of the 1969 
river fire was just right to add 
spark to the growing momentum 
of national concern for protecting 
the environment. Cleveland, in its 
river’s notoriety, played a major 
role nationally in the federal 
establishment of environmental 
standards and regulations to pre-
vent the further degradation of 
natural resources.

The cleanup efforts and 
industrial regulations have 
worked, and today the Cuyahoga 
is home to more than 60 differ-
ent species of fish, as well as bea-
vers, herons and bald eagles. The 

notorious fire on the river helped 
ignite the protection of our water 
and environment that it is cause 
for celebration.

We have come a LONG way 
since 1969. The fact that the river 
is thriving is a testament to not 
only our city, but our federal 
government for taking a stand 
against industrial pollution and 
protecting our essential natural 
resources. So, this year, drive 
down to the Cuyahoga and bask 
in its glory knowing how far it’s 
come and what a huge role it’s had 
in helping out the environment of 
the United States as a whole. 

THE GREEN REPORT

by MEGAN STEWART

First in a series on getting            
into college.

It was the third quarter of 
my junior year, inarguably 
one of the biggest vertical 

slopes any high schooler has to 
face. I remember sitting at my 
computer with four tabs open.

The second tab was Power-
school, my online report card. 
After getting a shocking notifi-
cation on my phone, I decided 
to double check it on my com-
puter. Maybe it’s a mistake. 
Perhaps my dreadfully cheap 
Android phone was playing 

tricks. But the notification was 
right – I flunked a physics test.

I pulled up a third tab: 
Gmail. My writing competition 
results were in. “We’re sorry to 
inform you…” That’s fine, there’s 
always my internship.

Fourth tab: NASA Glenn. 
Fingers crossed, I logged into 
my account, clicked on “Spring 
of 2018 Internship.” Rejected. 
This marks the second year that 
I’ve been declined an internship 
at my own father’s work. What-
ever happened to nepotism?

The first tab was a Google 
search of my dream school. I 
refreshed the page to see if the 
acceptance rate had increased 

during the last five minutes. 
Nothing.

The clock in my brother’s 
room ticked. I hated how it 
notified the world every time a 
second passed. Tick tock, tick 
tock, tick tock. I stomped next 
door, and with a barbaric growl, 
I ripped the batteries, the soul, 
out of the poor machine. At the 
tail end of my junior year, I did 
not need to be reminded how 
time flies.

I’d turned down a vacation 
with my mother in anticipation 
of a summer full of internships, 
work experience, and recom-
mendations – college resume 
fillers. Talk about stuck. My 
calendar was just empty boxes 
– dates without plans.

Too much “Thanks, but 
no thanks”? Actually, it was all 
I expected. In grade school, I 
sent stories and melodramatic 
poems to kids’ literary maga-

zines and books – the ones 
that only parents buy. In high 
school, I dove in headfirst and 
submitted more stories. Now 
that I’m older, the rejection 
letters aren’t addressed to my 
parents, only me.

But my growing rejections 
pile never influenced what I 
did. I wrote what I wanted to, 
when I wanted to. If I thought a 
400-line elegy to my dead rabbit 
was good enough to send to a 
writing competition, you bet I 
submitted it.

And whenever I was turned 
down or received a disappoint-
ing grade, my father’s comment 
was, “Remember, Megan, essay is 
from the French word essayer, to 
try.” My mother insisted we cele-
brate – either by binge-watching 
our favorite show or scouring 
thrift stores. Why only celebrate 
success? That would be an over-
dose of natural endorphins. I 

own my rejection. Cheers! Here’s 
to an honest attempt.

After that day my junior 
year, I went to physics class 
early to review my mistakes so 
I wouldn’t make them again. I 
stayed late at newspaper club 
and wrote a movie review. I 
emailed a local political cam-
paign I wanted to volunteer 
for. And I watched an aerial vir-
tual tour of that dream college, 
imagining myself on those hilly 
walkways.

Don’t get me wrong; rejec-
tion sucks. I’m not trying to 
romanticize it. And putting 
yourself out there hurts. But a 
wound heals to a callous.

All the “No!” you hear 
becomes trivial. It makes “Yes!” 
glorious. Success is a story for 
another time, though. But before 
I go, from one reject to another, 
find whatever it is you’re made to 
do. And dive in. 

Rejection: a high 
school student’s life

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440) 871-3234   |   KnickerbockerApartments.us

 62 & Older
 Pet Friendly
 Efficiencies & 1 Bedrooms
 Senior Transportation Available
 Independent Living
 Resident Activities
 Affordable Shopping Nearby
 On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Rent Includes: All Utilities & Senior Cable 440-345-6752 
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com 

10% off through ’18 for Observer readers.

W E L C O M E  H O M E  
F O R  T H E  H O L I D AY S !

Thrive Westshore 
Is The Answer. 
www.thrivewestshore.com

Do You Worry About Mom 
When You Can’t 

Be Around?

Do you worry 
about Mom 

when you can’t 
be around?

Thrive Westshore 
is the answer.
www.thrivewestshore.com

440-345-6752
MikeNock@thrivewestshore.com

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
Since 1948

We specialize in creating beautiful home 
makeovers by providing experienced 

professional design services and  
quality craftsmanship.

We carry all the popular name brands  
from Woodmode to Corian.

Visit our 
showroom!

5218 Detroit Ave. • Cleveland • 216-651-5800 • www.breits.com
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Breit’s
KITCHENS & MORE

We specialize in creating beautiful kitchen 
make-overs providing experienced, professional, 

design services and quality craftsmanship. 
BOB BREITENBACH

Bay Village Resident
216-651-5800  www.breits.com

5218 Detroit Road, Cleveland, OH 44102

A photo of this 1952 fire on the Cuyahoga River accompanied a 
1969 Time magazine article about the polluted waterway, igniting 
national concern for the environment.
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by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, March 6 (6:30-
8:30 p.m.) HORROR FILM 
CLUB – Calling all horror film 
fans: Join us for another creepy 
classic from the vault ... if you 
dare! New members are always 
welcome, but children under 13 
should be accompanied by an 
adult. Please register.

Thursday, March 7 (10-11:30 
a.m.) BEGINNING CODING 
FOR ADULTS – Learn the basics 
of coding through self-paced 
online modules. An instructor 
will be on hand to help get you 
started and to facilitate lessons. 
Please register.

Thursdays, March 7 and 14 
(4-5 p.m.) CODE CLUB! – Learn 
how to build an app, design 
a video game, and change the 
world through code! Grades 3-4. 
Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Friday, March 8 and Saturday, 
March 9 (9:30 and 10:30 a.m.) 
MUSIC THERAPY & MORE – 
For families and their children 
(ages 0-6 years) who are strug-
gling in an area of development. 
Join us for a hands-on program 
designed to teach families how 
to use music to improve their 
child’s motor, communication 
and social skills as well as behav-
ior. Siblings (ages 0-6 years) may 
also attend but must register 
separately. Each session is 30 
minutes. For more information 
and to register, visit connecting-
forkids.org/music or call 440-
570-5908.

Saturday, March 9 (3:30-5 
p.m.) STEAMMAKER LAB: THE 
GOLDEN PI – You are explorers 
and archaeologists trying to find 
the priceless Pi Idol in an ancient 
cave near Babylon. You need to 
crack all the codes and safely get 
the artifact out of the cave. This is 
your only chance to get the most 
valuable artifact in the world! 
Grades 3-5. Please register.

Saturday, March 9 (4-5 p.m.) 
3D PRINTING ORIENTATION – 
In order to use the library’s 3D 
printer, you’ll need to take this 
orientation first. Learn library 
policies about using it, how to 
download a 3D-printable object, 
and how to prepare it for a great 
print. Please register.

Sunday, March 10 (2-4 p.m.) 
CHESS CLUB – Hone your 
chess skills or learn how to play 
the game. Recommended for 
ages 6+, but all ages are wel-
come. If you have a chess set, 
please bring it with you.

Monday, March 11 (6:30-8 
p.m.) SIBLING REVELRY BOOK 
CLUB – Sit back, grab a brew, 
and join us for the Sibling Rev-
elry Book Club. The discussion 
will be held in the party room at 
Sibling Revelry Brewery (29305 
Clemens Road). Titles will be 
announced two months before 
each discussion, with eBooks 
and eAudiobooks options avail-
able through Hoopla Digital. 
The March title is "The Orphan’s 
Tale" by Pam Jenoff. Outside 
food and non-alcoholic bever-
ages are welcome.

Tuesday, March 12 (noon-
12:45 p.m.) HOW TO IMPROVE 
YOUR BRAIN HEALTH – Join Dr. 
Casen DeMaria from the Drug-
less Doctors for a dynamic and 
fun workshop on what you can 
do naturally to help your brain 
function. Whatever age you are, 
you want to work on keeping 
your master controller going 
strong! Please register.

Tuesday, March 12 (1-3 p.m.) 
TIME FOR A PERSONAL MAR-
KETING TOOLS CHECK UP? 
– When looking for a new job 
you want all of your personal 
marketing tools to shine the 
best light on you. Come in for 
a review of your cover letter, 
resume, and LinkedIn page so 
that you can present yourself 
as current and competitive to 
potential employers.

Tuesdays, March 12 and 19 
(2-3:30 p.m.) Conversational 
Spanish – Join us to learn Span-
ish vocabulary and pronuncia-
tion with an expert instructor.

Tuesday, March 12 (7-8:30 
p.m.) TUESDAY EVENING 
BOOK DISCUSSION – In March 
we’ll discuss "The Map of Salt 
and Stars" by Zeyn Joukhadar.

Thursday, March 14 (2-3:30 
p.m.) GREAT DECISIONS 
DISCUSSION PROGRAM ON 
WORLD AFFAIRS – Discuss 
critical global issues facing 
America today. At the beginning 
of each month a copy of the 
article may be picked up at the 
Ask Us Desk. Please read prior 
to the meeting. Please register.

Thursday, March 14 (7-8 p.m.) 
INTRO TO BALLROOM DANC-
ING—Learn some basic dance 
steps with an instructor from 
Starz Ballroom. Wear comfort-
able clothing. Couples and 
singles welcome. Please register.

Friday, March 15 (11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m.) SENSORY STRATEGIES 
TO BUILD EVERY CHILD’S 
SELF CONTROL AND COMPE-
TENCE – What is the best way 
to equip your child to stay in 
control of his or her emotions 
and behaviors through the ups 
and downs of daily life? Learn 
practical tips that families can 
implement immediately to help 
children successfully navigate 
through their daily activities. 
This program is for typically 
developing children as well as 
children with developmental 
delays. To register visit connect-
ingforkids.org/register or call 
440-570-5908.

Friday, March 15 (4-5 p.m.) 
GOT SCIENCE? – Join us as we 
delve into the world of science. 
This month’s topic: The Sci-
ence Behind Simple Machines! 
Grades 1 and 2. Registration 
begins March 8.

Saturday, March 16 (10-11:30 

a.m.) INTERMEDIATE CODING 
FOR ADULTS – Learn interme-
diate coding through self-paced 
online modules. An instructor 
will be on hand to help get you 
started and to facilitate lessons. 
The class focus is on Python and 
Raspberry Pi. Please register.

Sunday, March 17 (3-4 p.m.) 
ART SMARTS – Explore works 
of a well-known artist and then 
use what you’ve seen to create 
an art piece of your own! This 
month’s focus is Celtic Art. 
Grades 3-6. Registration begins 
March 10.

Monday, March 18 (7-8:30 
p.m.) INVESTORS’ INTEREST 
GROUP: CONNECTING THE 
ECONOMY TO THE STOCK 
MARKET – The economy and 
the stock market are tightly 
interconnected, with econom-
ics being a large driver of market 
behavior. This talk will examine 
economic and stock market 
data, underlying signals, and 
market cycles and will demon-
strate some simple steps that 
any investor can follow to obtain 
clearer information to guide his/
her efforts. Please register.

Monday, March 18 (7-8:30 
p.m.) MAKER MONDAY: EDIT-
ING HOME MOVIES – Your 
home movies are already in a 
digital format (or can be using 
our Maker Stations). Now you 
want to edit them and put them 
onto a new DVD, but how? Learn 
at this Maker Monday! Please 
register.

Tuesday, March 19 (10:30-
11:30 a.m.) TABLET TUESDAY 
USER GROUP – This group 
will share tips and tricks with 
each other about using iPads 
and Android tablets. Kindle Fire 
users welcome. Please bring 
your devices. Please register.

To register for any of the pro-
grams, please visit westlakeli-
brary.evanced.info or call 440-
871-2600. 

Westlake Porter Public Library Upcoming events  

by TARA MCGUINNESS

As we get ready to cheer 
on the Cleveland Indians 
for another baseball 

season, the Bay Village branch 
library will welcome author 
Scott Longert on Monday, 
March 11, at 7 p.m. to talk 
about the history of the Indians 
and his book, "Bad Boys, Bad 
Times: The Cleveland Indians 
and Baseball in the PreWar 
Years, 1937-1941." A book sale 
and signing will take place after 
the presentation.

CHILDREN
Weekly Storytimes:
• Mondays & Tuesdays (10 

a.m.) TODDLER STORYTIME 
– ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) 
FAMILY STORYTIME – for all 
ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) 
BABY AND ME STORYTIME 
– ages birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRE-
SCHOOL STORYTIME – ages 
3-5 (not yet in kindergarten)

• Fridays (10 a.m. and 11 a.m.) 

FAMILY STORYTIME – for all 
ages

Tuesday, March 5 (6:30 p.m.) 
ONE SCHOOL, ONE BOOK 
FAMILY NIGHT – Drop in for 
activities related to the Nor-
mandy Elementary School "One 
School, One Book" selection. 
Registration required.  

Saturday, March 9 (10 a.m.) 
PRESCHOOL STEAM – Join 
us for stories and a hands-on 
STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, mathematics) 
activity.

Thursday, March 14 (4 p.m.) 
WHO WAS? WHERE IS? WHAT 
WAS? – Explore people, places 
and things with hands-on activi-
ties based on the popular book 
series. This month we'll discuss 

King Tut.

Monday, March 18 (7 p.m.) 
STEAM ON: THREE LITTLE 
PIGS DESIGN CHALLENGE – 
Grades 3-4: Join us for a hands-
on STEAM program. Can you 
design and build a house that 
the big, bad wolf cannot blow 
down? Registration required. 

TEEN
Wednesdays, March 6, 13 
and 20 (3 p.m.) TEEN ZONE 
– Grades 5 & up: Hang out with 
something fun to do after school 
– gaming, art, movies, technol-
ogy and more! 

Thursday, March 7 (3 p.m.) 
WRITE ON! – Grades 5-8: Join 
us for fun, quirky and chal-
lenging writing exercises and 
activities to get your creativity 

flowing. 

ADULT
Friday, March 8 (10 a.m.) 
BAYARTS BOOK DISCUSSION 
– Join friends, neighbors and 
library staff for this monthly 
book discussion on the BAYarts 
campus. This month's title, "The 
Friend" by Sigrid Nunez, is avail-
able at the library and BAYarts. 

Tuesday, March 19 (7 p.m.) 
GEOMETRIC PAPER WALL 
ART – Utilizing the art of origa-
mi, learn how to make a wall art 
piece made out of folded paper.  

Please register to attend the 
programs online at cuyahog-
alibrary.org, call us at 440-871-
6392, or stop in to the library at 
502 Cahoon Road and register 
with a librarian. 

Bay Village Branch Library        
Upcoming programs  

Get ready for another 
season of America’s 

favorite pastime by spend-
ing the afternoon at Westlake 
Porter Public Library’s Base-
ball Extravaganza on Satur-
day, March 16, from 1-4 p.m.

The Extravaganza will 
include appearances by local 
mascots, a baseball-themed 
storytime, popcorn and a 
presentation by Jonathan 
Knight! Knight is the author 
of 10 books on Cleveland 
sports with a reputation as 
“one of the most articulate 
and devoted sportswriters 
in Ohio,” according to the 
Akron Beacon Journal. This 
family-friendly program is 
for all ages, and no registra-
tion is required. 

Get ready for baseball

Monica Robins & The 
Whiskey Kings have 

been rocking Cleveland 
since 1998 and they’ll rock 
Porter Library on Sunday, 
March 10, from 2-3 p.m.

The band, which fea-
tures the classic rock hits of 
the last four decades, has 
opened for legendary acts 
such as Donnie Iris and the 
Cruisers, South Side Johnny 
and the Asbury Jukes, The 
Temptations, Eddie Money 
and Hall and Oates. They fea-
ture Monica Robins on lead 
vocals, the tasty licks of lead 
guitarist Ken Cali, the smooth 
bass of Brian McDonald, the 
dulcet tones of Steve Revay 
playing the keys, the rhythm 
of Deke Kumler on drums and 
the sultry lead and backup 
vocals of Luther Smith.

If you’re a classic rock 
fan, you’ll want to come relive 
concerts past with this band!

Registration is required. 
To do so please call 440-871-
2600 or visit westlakelibrary.
evanced.info. 

See Monica Robins & 
The Whiskey Kings
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by JEFF BING

Feel a draft? No? Neither do I. The 
reason we don’t feel any of that warm 
spring air (hey, a guy can dream, can’t 

he?) rushing in is because the Indians have 
apparently decided to pull the plug on their 
World Series hopes (and their fans' hopes as 
well) for 2019.

How else can you explain their rationale 
behind cutting payroll before a single game 
has been played?

We’ve been down this road before, folks: 
The talk of playing in a small market and 
the difficulties competing in same, the need 
to "play the kids," as if someone will call 
Human Services on them and file a com-
plaint if they don’t.

The most comical suggestion though is 
the oft-repeated innuendo that the team is 
losing money or – at best – breaking even. 
The team is not losing money, folks, unless 
"losing money" means the same thing as "not 
making as much as we hoped." The Dolans 

have been around for two decades now. They 
wouldn’t be holding onto the franchise and 
losing money on an annual basis out of civic 
duty, now would they? These are the D-O-L-
A-N-S, remember?

I think what bothers me the most – more 
than anything else – is that the Indians have 
arguably the best starting pitching staff in 
baseball. Along with that they have two of 
the best young infielders in the game, in Jose 
Ramirez and Francisco Lindor. They have all 
of those guys at what baseball executives refer 
to as "club friendly" contracts.

So, they have all those assets – at reason-
able costs – and are still pleading poverty? 
Gimme a break.

The problem with the Indians is that 
after Ramirez and Lindor, most of the posi-
tion players are marginal talents, and the last 
I checked, even with a great pitching staff, you 
still need to outscore the opposition in order 
to win. With the group as presently assembled, 
I see a lot of 1-0, 2-1, and 3-2 games. With a 
questionable relief corps, we may end up on 
the short end of a lot of those games.

There are never any guarantees in sports, 
but the one thing that’s certain is failure, if you 
don’t do everything in your power to climb 
through that window while it’s still open.

The Dolans are apparently still figuring 
out how to work the blinds, but if they don’t 
get this ship headed in the right direction, and 
soon, the next thing they’ll be trying to figure 
out is what happened to their fans. 

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Last week I gave a short talk on 
dementia.

The church was set back 
from boisterous Detroit Road. In a 
sunlit, spacious room, home-made 
dishes packed two tables. The air was 
casual, familiar, coffee-warm. In the 
snow-capped meditation garden, I 
spotted half a dozen wild turkeys.

In my Sunday best, I was smart, 
gracious, gregarious and blissfully 
forgot an important message.

Here’s my talk, again, turkeys 
and punchline included.

Dementia is an umbrella term 
when the brain doesn’t work right. 
Sometimes it’s reversible, if caused 
by depression, thyroid diseases, alco-
hol or drugs. Others, like Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s, are irreversible. 
Alzheimer’s is the most common 
diagnosis.

To date, doctors don’t know 
what causes Alzheimer’s. Genetics 
plays a minor role. It’s likely several 
things are going wrong.

What do doctors know about 
Alzheimer’s? The classic finding is 
a tangle of deformed proteins in 
and around the brain cells. But not 
everybody with tangled proteins 
has dementia. Also, a recent study 
showed half of Alzheimer’s patients 
have signs of vascular damage, like 
small strokes.

Doctors diagnose it based on 
typical symptoms, not by blood tests 
or imaging studies. The most promi-
nent symptom is loss of short-term 
memory.

So how do I know if I have 
age-appropriate memory loss or 
Alzheimer’s?

I forget my neighbor’s name (but 
not the dog’s) or the major point of 
my talk, but I remember them later.

In Alzheimer’s, I’d keep asking 
the same question again and again. 

Dependent on people to remind me. 
Also a loss of motivation, confusion, 
poor judgement.

Four FDA-approved drugs 
can temper Alzheimer’s symptoms 
(cognition and anxiety) – donepe-
zil, rivastigmine, galantamine and 
memantine. But it’s temporary. Rule 
of thumb, they work for half the 
takers for about half a year to a year. 
Then the deterioration resumes.

No drugs or intervention has 
been proven to prevent, slow or stop 
Alzheimer’s.

My message: Don't worry about 
things you can’t control. With the 
same breath, I urge you to embrace 
the best-science-supported (not 
solidly proven), brain-friendly life-
style – exercise, eat well, stay curious, 
socialize.

In my “brain reserve theory,” I 
envision the brain as a jar of marbles. 
Aging, pollution, smoking, social iso-
lation take marbles out. Hiking, book 
clubs, pottery classes put marbles in. 
The fuller my jar, the better my odds 
of delaying dementia.

Tom, who invited me to the talk, 
has his own theory. He reckons each 
swim practice earns him a day of 
healthful life; he’s accumulated four 
healthy years since he started swim-
ming as an adult.

At the end, I wasn’t ready for the 
follow-up questions. Keto diet; vegan 
diet; stem cells; heavy metal testing; 
depression; a robust debate on brain 
fuel, fat or glucose. I didn’t know the 
answers to some.

I also didn’t know that wild tur-
keys roam Westlake. I learned that a 
group of turkeys is called a “rafter.” 
Apparently collective nouns date 
back to medieval times. A “destruc-
tion” of wild cats. A “murder” of 
crows. A “mob” of kangaroos. A “con-
vocation” of eagles.

My brain exercise for the day. 
Check. 

Worrying about Alzheimer’s? Don’t.
THE MEDICAL INSIDER

Tuesday, March 19, 2019
11:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
Dr. Joel Keller is the “Doc of Rock N Roll” and will be presenting a 
lively, interactive program demonstrating the impact that music can 
have on memory. This is a wonderful event to attend if you know or 
care for someone with a memory impairment. 
Bring them along and let them experience 
the music too!

Take home lunch to go

Front Lobby

Please RSVP to Kayleen Wilson 
at 440-348-5424 by March 18, 2019

BAY VILLAGE | FAIRVIEW PARK | LAKEWOOD | NORTH OLMSTED | NORTH RIDGEVILLE

605 Bradley Road
ONeillHC.com

Music & Memory

SPORTING VIEWS

Tribe slamming 
shut their ‘window 
of opportunity’

Westlake church to host simulcast event
by NANCY PADGETT

Parkside Nazarene Church is pleased to 
announce the nationwide simulcast of 
the Tragedy into Triumph series, which 

features well-known athletes, authors and 
people in the news. This series will show how 
God can bring triumphant change into our 
lives, even in the midst of tragedy.

Simulcast over three days, the series fea-
tures three inspirational stories:
• Monday, March 18, 7 p.m.: Rifqa Bary will 

share the custody story that made national 
news as she fled her home in Ohio to Flori-
da fearing for her life for accepting Christ.

• Tuesday, March 19, 7 p.m.: Brian Bosworth 

will share his journey from football to faith, 
as he left drugs, defiance, and the “The Boz” 
persona to embrace faith in Christ.

• Wednesday, March 20, 7 p.m.: Siran Stacy 
will share how even a strong NFL running 
back has to have help in the loss of his wife 
and 4 of 5 children in one night.

This is event is free to the public and is 
being simulcast exclusively to the church’s 
location at 23600 Hilliard Boulevard. Child 
care will be provided. Registration is required 
for child care; visit parknaz.org to register 
your children.

More information about the speakers is 
available at tragedyintotriumph.com. To reg-
ister for this free event, go to parknaz.org. 
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD. Approval required. ©2017WBVO

CMN
Painting

10% OFF Painting
WHEN MENTION THIS AD

Residential & Commercial 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Owner operated with 
15 years experience 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call Chris Nagle
216.551.6296
cmnpainting.com

A+

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?
David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.

General Dentist Providing Family & Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Rd., Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

FREE...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening or $50 Gift Certificate 

to Giant Eagle with new patient exam and x-rays

We are pleased to have 
Dr. Christopher Burns DMD

join our practice.

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

Devon Gess, Bay High 
School's choral direc-
tor, has touched the 

lives of many, whether win-
ning all those countless awards 
highlighted on the district's 
electronic marquee or for the 
annual holiday concert with 
the "singing tree." Gess has 
inspired both students and the 
community.

"Mrs. Gess loves music 
but even more so when other 
people enjoy the music," said 
former Bay High Choraleer C.J. 

Hightland. "She challenged us 
to be better, but more impor-
tantly she wanted us to enjoy 
the music."

Now, in loving memory of 
her mother, Gess and her father, 
William Bonds, have established 
the Carleen Herring Bonds 
fund, for music lesson rooms to 
be part of the renovation of the 
former playhouse at BAYarts.

"My mother was both a 
musician and a woman who 
supported education," said 
Gess. "She had a contagious 
enthusiasm for music, educa-
tion and Bay Village."

A 1962 Bay High School 
grad and member of the Bay 
High School A Cappella Choir, 
Carleen Herring Bonds always 
joined her daughter Devon on 
the school stage for the closing 
song of "The Lord Bless You and 
Keep You." When the news was 
announced that BAYarts would 
be expanding and saving the 
former Playhouse space rather 
than have it be demolished, 
Gess and her father saw a 
perfect way to honor Carleen 
at a place that holds so many 
memories for their family. The 
history they share includes Gess 

and her mother participating 
in various musicals; her grand-
parents being both donors and 
season ticket holders.

In the expanded campus, 
Gess knew there would be room 
to help solve a problem that had 
been on her mind.

"I have been frustrated 
over the years that there were 
not more options for my stu-
dents to take musical lessons 
locally. So I asked BAYarts 
to include two soundproof 
rehearsal rooms in the renova-
tion for individual vocal, piano, 
and/or guitar lessons."

In honor of her mother, 
Gess and her father have donat-
ed $8,000 for the music rooms, 
and other donations have fol-
lowed. "BAYarts has been a big 
part of the lives of my family 
and myself," emphasized Gess. 
"We're reaching out to request 
the community's support in 
raising matching funds which 
will help move the project closer 
to its goal."

Donations can be made 
online at bayarts.net/donate/
options or by calling 440-871-
6543. People may also contact 
Nancy Heaton, BAYarts' execu-
tive director, at nancy@bayarts.
net, for more information on the 
expansion and making a gift. 

Devon Gess and father fund music room at BAYarts

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Wednesday, March 6, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
THE SWEET ARTS CAFE
Free arts enrichment and socialization café for 
those with memory loss/dementia and their care 
partners. It begins with a brown bag lunch and is 
followed by an arts, music, storytelling or dance 
activity. Pre-register at 440-414-0434.
The Center for Artful Living, 26633 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, March 6, 1-2:30 p.m.
FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ASSISTANCE
Members of Cuyahoga West Chapter of the Ohio 
Genealogical Society will offer assistance to the 
public. If you have data recorded to pedigree and/
or family group sheets, please bring these forms. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, March 7, 7-8:45 p.m.
WESTLAKE UNITY TOASTMASTERS
Improve your speaking and leadership skills in a 
fun, supportive environment. Meetings are on the 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake

Friday, March 8, 7-9 p.m.
BAYARTS' JURIED EXHIBITION OPENING
Professional and amateur artists 18 years and 
older can submit up to 2 entries in any medium; 
cash awards and certificates.
BAYarts, 28795 Lake Rd.

Saturday, March 9, 10 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE SUMMER JOB FAIR
The City of Westlake will be seeking candidates 
for summer jobs in the recreation, service and 

engineering departments. Candidates for the 
recreation and service departments can be 16 
and older. Meet HR and department staff to learn 
more about the positions. 
Westlake Recreation Center, 28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Saturday, March 9, 7-10 p.m.
“RAISE A GLASS – RAISE THE STAGE” 
FUNDRAISER 
Help raise funds for Bay Village Community 
Theater. Your $30 ticket will get you two drink 
tickets, buffet, live music, and an opportunity to 
see the hilarious one-act comedy, “Suppressed 
Desires.” Go to baytheater.org to purchase a ticket 
or call John at 440-847-8494. Tickets also will be 
available at the door.
Sibling Revelry Brewery, 29305 Clemens Rd., Westlake 

Sunday, March 10, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
BLOOD DRIVE
Donors may sign up for a time slot at 
lifesharedonor.org. Please eat before you donate.
Unity Spiritual Center Westlake, 23855 Detroit Rd.

Monday, March 11, 7-8:45 p.m.
WEST SHORE ANTIQUE AND HISTORY CLUB
Cleveland storyteller Dan Ruminski presents "The 
Famous and Infamous Women of Cleveland's 
Millionaires' Row." Meet the storyteller, relive 
Cleveland's past. Guests are always welcome!
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, March 13, 10 a.m.
HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB
After a short business meeting and lunch, there 

will be an "Antiques Roadshow" type event given 
by Gregg Mazurek and his wife, co-owners of The 
Collectors Gallery in Elyria. Members  and guests 
are welcome to bring in two items to be appraised. 
$5 charge for non-members. Appraisals will start 
at 12:15 p.m. Guests must call Pat Hannum at 440-
582-0191 if they are planning to attend.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Wednesday, March 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
MOBILE BANKING
NEOPC (Northeast Ohio Personal Computers) will 
host Michele Kirby from the Westlake US Bank 
branch, who will talk about using mobile apps. 
Mobile and online banking are highly rated for 
customer satisfaction and convenience, but what 
should we do to ensure safety and security? How 
can we protect our accounts and identity? 
Refreshments at 6:30 p.m.; meeting starts at 7:00. 
All are welcome. For more info, go to neopc.org.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, March 16, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
PORTRAYAL OF JEANNETTE JENKINS,     
WWII WASP
AAUW welcomes Kathy Kraus who willl portray 
pilot Jeanette Jenkins of the Women's Air Force 
Service Pilots (WASPs). Jeanette Jenkins, an Ohio 
native from Dover and New Philadelphia, was 
one of 1,076 chosen from 25,000 who applied to 
become pilots in WWII. There will be a display of 
WWII memorabilia and samples of food served on 
the homefront reflecting food rationing.  
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Sunday, March 17, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Scouts BSA Troops 40 and 41 will host a pancake 
breakfast featuring samples of Scout’s Own Maple 
Syrup, drawn from the trees of the Beaumont 
Scout Reservation near Ashtabula. A donation 
is requested for the breakfast. Bottled syrup and 
locally sourced pancake mix will be available 
for sale. Email bvtroop40@gmail.com for more 
information.
Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church, 28607 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Tuesday, March 19, 10 a.m.
ST. LADS 50+ MEETING
Mossy Moran will play traditional and 
contemporary Irish music. Doors open at 10 a.m. 
Meeting at 10:30. Mossy at 11. Meal at noon. Cost 
is $11. Reservation deadline is March 15. Call Jim 
and Marianne Bartek at 440-937-8089 to RSVP.
St. Ladislas Church, 2345 Bassett Rd., Westlake

Wednesday, March 20, 11:15 a.m.
WESTLAKE GARDEN CLUB
The meeting will start with a social time at 11:15, 
followed by a discussion of club business at 11:30 
a.m. Refreshments will be served at noon and will be 
followed by a program that will feature members' 
gardening tips, ideas and questions. Club President 
Sally Knurek will give a brief presentation about 
growing orchids and Ruth Bertrand will speak about 
Moses Cleaveland trees. The event is free and guests 
are welcome. No reservations are required. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.


